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1a.   Personal details 

Name Prof Catherine  Iorns Magallanes 

Present position Professor of Law 

Organisation/Employer Victoria University of Wellington 

Contact Address School of Law, PO Box 600,  

Wellington Post code 6014 

Work telephone +64-4-463-6389   

Email Catherine.iorns@vuw.ac.nz; catherine.iorns@iucn.org 

 

1b.   Academic qualifications 

 

2018, 2021 Making Good Decisions Certificate (Excellence), NZ Ministry for Environment  

2015  Certificate of Proficiency, Higher Education in Aotearoa New Zealand, VUW 

1991 LL.M., Yale Law School, USA 

1988 LL.B.(Hons) - Bachelor of Laws with First Class Honours (first in class), VUW 

1985   BA (Operations Research), Victoria University of Wellington 

 

1c.   Professional positions held 

 

1999-present Professor of Law (tenured), Victoria University of Wellington 

2007-present  Academic Adviser, NZ Council of Legal Education  

2020-present  Legal counsel: Barrister, Rubicon Chambers, Wellington 

2019  Consultant, Te Ipukarea Society (Cook Islands) on Seabed Mining Laws  

2008, 2009  University of Ottawa, Faculty of Common Law, Visiting Professor 

2003   University of Arizona College of Law, Visiting Professor 

1995-1999   Senior Lecturer in Law (tenured), University of Waikato  

1992-1999  Lecturer in Law (tenured), Murdoch University, Western Australia 

1991-1992   Schell Fellow in International Human Rights, Yale Law School 

1988-1990 Legal Adviser, Law Reform Division, Department of Justice, NZ 

 

1d.   Present research/professional speciality 

• Environmental Law, including theoretical and novel approaches 

• Human Rights, with a focus on indigenous rights and cosmologies 

 

1e.   Total years research experience 30 years 

• Parental leave: 1995, and 1998-1999; Part time: 2001-2006, incl.  

 

1f.   Professional distinctions and memberships (including honours, prizes, scholarships, 

boards or governance roles, etc) 

 

2021-present Member, governing Council of the International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature ('IUCN'), Councillor for the Oceania Region,  

  Member of the Finance and Audit Committee of the Council 

2023-present Chair of IUCN Taskforce on Antarctica & Southern Ocean 

2020-present Trustee of RIVER Aotearoa Charitable Trust   

2020-present Adviser to the Environmental Law Initiative   

2013-present Member, IUCN Commission on Environmental Law 
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2017-2019 Member, National Bioethics Panel, Biological Heritage NSC (NZ) 

2009-2020 Member and NZ delegate, International Law Association Committee on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples 

2011-2018 Member of the Governance Board, & Chair of the Human Rights Advisory 

Committee, Amnesty International Aotearoa NZ 

2017-2018 Environmental Defence Society: Adviser, Resource Management Law Reform 

project 

2013-2015 Board Member, 350 Aotearoa 

2013-2015 Member, National C'ttee, Environment and Conservation Organisations, NZ 

2011-2012 Member, National Committee, UN Women Aotearoa NZ 

2011 MacCormick Fellow, University of Edinburgh 

1994 Academic Council on the United Nations System & American Society of 

International Law, Scholarship on International Organisational Studies 

1991 Ford Fellow in International Law, Yale Law School 

1993-1994 Member, The Chief Justice's Taskforce on Gender Bias (WA, Aust.)  

 

Academic honours and prizes 

 

2019 Victoria University of Wellington Research Excellence Award 

2018  Resource Management Law Association Thompson Reuters Publication Award in 

Resource Management Law (for journal article #9, below) 

2018 IUCN Academy of Environmental Law Senior Education Award  

2017 Legal Research Foundation Book Award: Special Merit Prize for edited book in 

which I have one chapter (Book Chapter #14, below) 

2016  Resource Management Law Association Thompson Reuters Publication Award in 

Resource Management Law (for journal article #12, below) 

2015  Resource Management Law Association Thompson Reuters Publication Award in 

Resource Management Law (for journal article #13, below) 

1994 Academic Council on the United Nations System & American Society of 

International Law, Scholarship on International Organisational Studies 

1990 Fulbright Award; 

 William Georgetti Scholarship; 

 Yale Law School Fellowship [full tuition plus stipend]. 

1988 Chapman Tripp Sheffield Young Prize [top law graduate]; 

 VUW Senior Scholarship. 

1987 Beryl Hughes Prize in Women's Studies; 

 Rudd, Watts and Stone Prize in Commercial Law; 

 Chris Highfield Memorial Prize in Administrative Law. 

1986 Archibald F McCallum Scholarship in Law; 

  Law Book Company Limited Prize in Jurisprudence   

 

1g.   Total number of 

peer reviewed 

publications  

Journal articles Book chapters, 

books edited 

Conference 

proceedings 

Refereed 

reports 

30 (22 are sole-

authored) 

32 (21 chapters are 

sole-authored) 
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